
  

Dear ACC Members 

 

As we approach Easter, maybe our focus can turn amidst the many ongoing challenges of 

living at a time of COVID-19, to anticipating the experience of joy. We are told of the 

overwhelming joy and awe that the disciples experienced (John 20:20) when Jesus chose 

to appear amongst them at a time when they were experiencing immense turmoil, distress, 

and fear. Easter confirms that with Jesus  

  

"What came into existence was Life, 

    and the Life was Light to live by. 

The Life-Light blazed out of the darkness; 

    the darkness couldn’t put it out." 

Msg John 1:4-5 

 

Joy may however remain elusive for many, and as a contributor to our recent open forum 

commented, the Light may seem more a ‘lamp to our feet’, guiding us only in our next step, 

rather than a searchlight – fully illuminating the way ahead. A recording of the forum 

entitled “Beyond the Practicalities: Meeting Clients in Person Again” is available for 

counselling members of ACC here. If you are a manager and would like to find out more 

about the Restore Network, there are some free taster days (details here). 

 

To help ourselves see more of the ‘light ahead’, in service of our clients and the people we 

care pastorally for through this time, ACC are holding our first ever online National 

Conference. Its theme is rejuvenation and is based on Ezekiel 37, and the four winds 

breathing life into what had been dry bones. We are doing something new also in ‘calling 

for content’ for the conference. We want to encourage home grown participation from the 

https://acc-uk.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0e0cc301ba74ede3c7cb86688&id=0af0079932&e=5ccf688a3e
https://acc-uk.us10.list-manage.com/track/click?u=0e0cc301ba74ede3c7cb86688&id=df0f4e97d0&e=5ccf688a3e


depth and breadth of our membership as well as attracting trainers and speakers from 

elsewhere. All the information is here. Please feel free to pass to people who you think will 

have a valuable contribution to make to post-crisis recovery and rejuvenation. 

 

We are also pleased to announce that we have adopted the Churchill Framework as a 

contemporary competency framework and set of guiding principles to help any counsellor 

work with faith and spirituality in service of their clients. The Framework will be a pull out 

feature in Spring Accord and can be accessed on ACC’s website here. At some point in 

the coming months we will be holding an open forum with Heather Churchill to discuss the 

framework and its application. 

 

There is new life being breathed into Pastoral Care with the return of Teresa Onions whose 

agency and vision enabled the set-up of PCUK. Teresa is focusing on establishing a pilot 

scheme offering pastoral support/debriefing to those working at the ‘frontline’ of caring in 

different settings. We are also offering several resourcing pastoral carers training courses 

(RPCC) starting in April and May. Please email pastoral@acc-uk.org for further 

information. 

 

In the meantime, our Chair Sue Monckton-Rickett took part in TWR UK's programme on 

Faith & Mental Health which will be broadcast from Saturday 3 April and will run for 13 

weeks, every Saturday at 7.30pm. She will be featured in the following episodes: 

 

3 April – Introduction to Mental Health 

17 April – Depression 

1 May – Trauma 

15 May – Mental Health in the Workplace 

 

You can find out how to listen live or catch up afterwards here. You may also want to put 

Thursday 6 May at 6.30-9pm in your diary when we are holding an event with Sanctuary 

Mental Health Ministries to explore issues about mental and spiritual wellbeing in the 

church. 

 

We want to end with renewed thanks for all the continuing support of our membership and 

for the transformative work that you do in counselling and psychotherapy and in pastoral 

care. In running the NHS service we regularly gather feedback from clients, and we share 

this one extract with you: 
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“I was in a dark hole, my counsellor with a lot of kindness led me to the light.” 

 

With best wishes for a Happy Easter 
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