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Dear Members 
 
Autumn Newsletter 
 
As we enter a new season, we observe the cycle of growth and the process of renewal that 
includes the abundance and beauty of autumn.  We are reminded that despite current 
challenges we have the gift of being grounded in God who, in the midst of adversity, overflows 
with goodness and sustains us in times of change. 
 
Thank you for your continued membership of ACC /PCUK and of the work you do in your 
various settings.  As a reminder of the impact that you can have on others, we want to share an 
extract from the feedback we have received from clients who have benefited from our COVID-
19 Crisis - Counselling Support Service 
 

The counsellor was extremely sympathetic, empathetic & professional.  How 
compassionate and understanding of our situation she was…She had great experience 
and a very warm heart. …Her support was second to none - perfect. It has helped us so 
much in our grief & healing.  We would not be at the stage we are now had it not been for 
our Counsellor. She has been our rock. We can never thank her enough 

 
Update on the Crisis Counselling Service  
 
We can never thank enough those of you who have volunteered – including those waiting 
patiently for a client.  The service has had a slower take up than we expected.  However, every 
person helped is a life made better or a burden made easier to bear.  
 
Very recently NHS England have begun to promote our service throughout the NHS in various 
ways, and we are beginning to see a rise in referrals.  We have recently contacted all volunteers 
to ensure that we have current information about their availability as we know that people’s 
circumstances may have changed since March. 
 
ACC Snapshot 
 
The PSA have produced what they are calling a “snapshot”, which is a new way of presenting 
information on Accredited Registers. To view ACC’s please follow the link below.  It is 
something that you can also share with prospective employers to verify the status of our 
register. 
 
https://www.professionalstandards.org.uk/what-we-do/accredited-registers/find-a-register/detail/association-
of-christian-counsellors 
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Wolfson Place2Be Bursary Scheme 
 
We received this from our colleagues at Place2Be. 
 
During Children’s Mental Health Week in February – as we marked our 25th year – Place2Be announced a 
bursary scheme to encourage more people from under-represented groups in the counselling profession to 
train with Place2Be. 
  
We’re delighted to confirm that The Wolfson Place2Be Bursary scheme, offering 25 bursaries, is now open for 
applications. Full details are available on the Place2Be website. 
 
To help us to reach the individuals and communities who would most benefit from the scheme, we would 
encourage and welcome you sharing the link with your networks. 
 
FAC Developments 
 
Thanks to everyone who came to our demonstration and discussion about the plans to improve 
our Find a Counsellor (FAC) search function.  The development project is progressing and 
provided we get final Board approval will commence in the next few weeks. 
 
The new facility will allow prospective clients more options for filtering and selection, and 
registered counsellors will be able to upload a photo and provide more information about 
themselves and their practice (including their supervision practice).  
 
Online CPD Library for Counsellors 
 
We again thank you for your patience.  We are holding out for John and his team at Online 
events to provide access for ACC members soon. John is apologetic and very thankful for our 
patience….and very nearly there he assures us.  
 
Training - Shaping the future of ACC’s training events 
 
Zoom is a great enabler of CPD training.  We are exploring the potential for setting up a group 
of members who are willing to help shape our training program for counsellors and pastoral 
carers in 2021.  Please email the office if you would like to be part of this new planning group. 
 
Training Events  
 
Wednesday, 23 September 6.00 - 7.30pm 
Peer Support Group – free for members, donation for non-members 
Working online with Children and Young People 
 
Commencing on September 26 
Resourcing Pastoral Care Course  
This online course is open to anyone who wants to deepen their understanding of pastoral 
care.  If you or anyone you know is interested in this or subsequent courses please contact 
Pastoral@acc-uk.org.  The cost is £75.00 per person for 10 sessions of 2 hours each with a 
certificate at the end as long as they complete the course. 
 
Wednesday October 14 – booking and price / payment details to follow 
Contact, Communication, Connection!  
Led by Richard Lahey-James 
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Repeat of one day training delivered this summer on working online in counselling and 
psychotherapy 
 
Monday, 19 October - all day event 
Online Supervision - title, content, booking and payment details to follow 
Led by Richard Lahey-James 
 
Commencing January 2021 
Professional Development Group - £60 for 6 sessions 
Integrating Christianity & Counselling Practice 
Plan is to run two groups in 2021 
Monday evenings on fortnightly basis starting on 11 January 
An alternative weekday evening commencing on week beginning 18th January 
 
An Experiential Introduction to the Concepts of the Internal Family Systems Model (IFS) 
of Psychotherapy with a Christian Focus 
Wednesday 24 February (3pm-8pm - CPD 4.5hr) – Workshop 1 
Saturday 17 April (10am-3.30pm - CPD 4.5hr) - Workshop 2 
Led by Melanie Blaymires & Sarah Lloyd 
 
Content, booking and payment details to follow. 
 
Conference 
We resume planning for the 2022 Conference this week.  Please make a note of the dates, 
which are 19 – 22 February 2022.  We sincerely hope that the spectre of COVID-19 will be well 
behind us by then, and we can meet in person. 
 
The theme of the Conference is Galatians 3:28  
“There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and female, for you 
are all one in Christ Jesus”.  
 
This translates for us into the question of how to counsel and care well for people who fall within 
any of the nine protected characteristics of the 2010 Equalities Act (age, disability, gender 
reassignment, marriage and civil partnership, pregnancy and maternity, race, religion or belief, 
sex, and sexual orientation).  
 
We already have some names and topics in mind – but please contact us if you or someone 
you know would be suitable for presenting training on these themes. 
 
Update on SCoPEd  
SCoPEd (Scope of Practice and Education) is a project that was launched in 2018 and came 
out of a broader strategic collaboration between BACP, UKCP and BPC.  
The project aims to set out training requirements and practice standards for counselling and 
psychotherapy.  Earlier this summer the second version of the framework was 
published.  Those of you with dual membership with any of the collaborating bodies may have 
contributed to the consultation on the latest draft.  
 
One of the main criticisms of the framework is that whilst it claims to be for the profession it is 
not by the profession, because other counselling and psychotherapy bodies holding accredited 
registers (of which there are now eleven) have been excluded. ACC, along with some of the 
other professional membership bodies, have since the inception of the project been asking for 
involvement in, rather than consultation about the framework.  Something seems to have shifted 
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and there has been a series of constructive meetings over the summer between the SCoPEd 
collaborative, and the accredited registers. 
 
We are delighted to say that ACC, NCS, HGI, ACT, PTUK and possibly COSCA have been 
offered equal involvement in the ongoing project and joint ownership of the framework.  This is 
in part thanks to the representatives of the BACP, UKCP and BPC who seem to be fully 
committed to the good of the wider profession, and their generosity in opening up a project 
where there has already been considerable investment.  A special thanks needs to be made in 
our view to the deputy CEO of BACP, Fiona Ballentine-Dykes, who we believe has been 
instrumental in arguing for wider involvement and ownership of the framework.  We can also 
take heart that relationships are building between all the counselling and psychotherapy 
accredited registers, who are able to meet together in a spirit of hope, mutual respect, and co-
operation. 
 
This agreement needs to be ironed out a little and agreement secured from various Board of 
Trustees, including our own.  SCoPEd is not without continuing challenges and 
controversy.  However, it also offers opportunities especially for recognition of parity between 
the professional counselling and psychotherapy registers. 
 
Professional Standards Authority Strategic Review 
 
The Professional Standards Authority is undertaking a strategic review and all accredited 
registers have submitted their thoughts on the strengths and weaknesses of the programme. 
ACC’s response is available if any of our members wish to see it.  
 
Overall, we think that the accredited register programme is a good one and goes some way to 
protecting members of the public.  However, we expressed concern about the lack of public 
awareness of the programme and that organisations and the professions they represent remain 
below the radar of government.  A good example of the latter point is the lack of any 
government guidance that explicitly references counselling and psychotherapy in relation to 
COVID-19.  This is despite the fact that counselling and psychotherapy is a mainstream activity, 
widely known about, and at a time when mental health is of concern of the government.  Finally, 
we raised our ongoing frustration that employers, including parts of the NHS, continue to recruit 
based on membership of professional bodies rather than membership of an accredited register. 
 
In short, ACC believes that the Accredited Registers programme lacks ‘teeth’.  This matters 
especially for high risk health professions such as counselling and psychotherapy – where there 
is a heightened potential for harm to members of the public from unqualified and unregulated 
counsellors who are legally entitled to advertise and practice. 
 
We have argued for a form of statutory regulation of counselling within the accredited register 
programme.  This approach has the advantage of allowing diversity (there are currently 11 
counselling registers and it remains possible for other bodies to become accredited registers 
provided they meet the standards) whilst protecting the titles ‘counsellor’ and ‘psychotherapist’. 
 
We await the outcome of the review. 
 
Winter accord journal– call for contributions 
 
The Autumn edition of accord will soon be with you.  Our Winter edition will feature articles on 
counselling, psychotherapy and pastoral care and disability and/ or neurodiversity.  Please get 
in touch with us if you would like to contribute from your own experience of physical, 
neurological, or other disabilities in yourself or the people you counsel or pastorally care 
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for.  We especially welcome articles from counsellors or pastoral carers who are themselves 
have a disability or neurodiversity, to understand how this might impact on the therapeutic 
relationship. 
 
Please contact office@acc-uk.org 
 
Best wishes. 
 
The ACC Team 
 
 


