
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
  24th May 2018 
  
 
 

To PSA Accreditation Team 
 
 

Ref: BACP, UKCP, BPC Collaborative and SCoPEd project 
 
The Association of Christian Counsellors would like to formally raise a concern with the Professional 
Standards Authority about the scope and claims of the SCoPEd as described by an announcement on 
the BACP’s website on the 16th April 2018. For your information we have included a copy of a letter that 
we have sent to the leaders of the three organisations involved: BACP, UKCP and the BPC. 
 
We are increasingly concerned about the two-tier nature of representation that arises from the BACP, 
UKCP and BPC collaborative that was initiated in 2015. There is a risk that they will operate as a cabal 
to the impediment of other professional counselling bodies that are Accredited Register holders.  
 
ACC have worked hard as an organisation on behalf of our members to educate interested parties (eg 
training colleges and employers) about the parity of standards in counselling practice achieved through 
the Accredited Register programme. We have also worked hard to promote the value of the Accredited 
Register Scheme, most recently in discussions with Norman Lamb, promoting the work of all registrants 
belonging to counselling bodies. 
 
The BACP, UKCP and BPC seem to however, have set themselves up as the self –appointed architects 
of training standards and graded differentials that should apply within the counselling profession through 
their joint “SCoPEd” project, without reference to the Accredited Register programme. Despite ACC’s 
request to BACP in 2017, we have not been invited to participate in the project, nor to become part of 
what in our view should be a collaborative of all Register holders concerned with counselling and 
psychotherapy.  
 
We would welcome the Professional Standards Authority’s view on risks associated with the SCoPEd 
project, its impact on the work of the PSA as a standard holder for the Accredited Register programme, 
and the their own position with regard to independence and impartiality in the light of the emerging 
monopoly interest characterised by the BACP, UKCP and BPC. 
 
 

 
 
Tony Ruddle 
ACC Executive Chair 


