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Dear Andrew Reeves, Gary Fereday and Sarah Niblock, 
 
Re : SCoPEd project 
 
The Association of Christian Counsellors wish to raise a number of concerns with regard to the recent 
announcements made about the SCoPEd project. 
 
Whilst we recognise value in the aims and objectives of the project, we would want to formally raise a 
concern about the self appointed leadership of the BACP, BPC & UKCP for an enterprise of this nature, 
particularly in light of changes in the regulation of the profession arising out of the introduction of the 
Accredited Registers Programme. 
 
Moreover we are concerned that alongside the exclusion of other PSA Accredited Register holders who 
are counselling membership organisations, other key stakeholders and gatekeepers of quality standards 
and competence in the field, namely training organisations and awarding bodies seem to have no formal 
representation in the project structure or collaboration enterprise. Although there is a stated intention to 
include a consultation for members of the three bodies concerned, there are many other Registered 
Accredited Practitioners who may well be impacted by the outcomes of the project, alongside those people 
who have yet to embark on training. 
 
Whilst filling the gaps in knowledge, awareness and competence through attention to research in the field 
is a good aim, there remains the fact that research is not ‘neutral’ and is embedded in systems of power 
and privilege. Counselling as a profession has evolved from many different strands of inexact science in 
terms of philosophy, belief, and psychological understanding and enquiry. In this it supports many different 
approaches. There is a risk that setting curricula as suggested by your recent description of the SCoPEd 
project will either inevitably privilege certain belief sets and approaches or produce a ‘tick list’ of areas to 
cover that are set at such a high level that quality and depth of training will suffer. An example of this is 
found in the otherwise highly valuable work done by BACP in setting a curriculum for working with children 
and young people, where religious faith is in most instances, is subsumed within the word ‘culture’. The 
two concepts are related but they remain distinct and have differing psychological impacts.  
 
Finally, we urge you to consider re – envisaging this project so that it becomes inclusive with full and 
equal participation by all counselling bodies that hold and Accredited Register and other stakeholders, 
especially the training and accrediting bodies. 
 
 

 
 
Tony Ruddle 
ACC Executive Chair 


