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ACC Re-accreditation – Frequently Asked Questions 

 

What is Re-accreditation? 

This is an annual process that takes place when your current ACC accreditation 

certificate is approaching its expiry date. In order to renew your accreditation, we will 

contact you several weeks prior to the expiry of your accreditation certificate, with a 

request to complete an annual re-accreditation form. This will normally take place in 

October for renewal of the certificate from the following January. 

 

What will happen when I need to be re-accredited? 

ACC will contact you, either by email or in writing, approximately eight weeks 

(usually in October) prior to the expiry date of your accreditation certificate. You will 

be required to fill in the re-accreditation form that is attached and return it by the date 

advised – this will usually be a couple of weeks before the accreditation certificate 

expiry date (e.g. 31st December). Your new accreditation certificate will be sent 

following successful renewal of the form. 

Each year ACC will conduct a random audit of 20 percent of re-accreditation 

applications. If you are selected for audit, you will receive instructions on how to 

complete any additional documentation. This will usually involve providing full details 

of your CPD activities in the preceding year in the form of a ‘CPD Cycle’ and 

certificates. You may also be required to provide further details about your 

supervision arrangement. 

 

Why do I have to renew my accreditation? 

As a practicing counsellor/psychotherapist it is important to keep up to date with the 

profession and to develop your practice through continuing professional 

development (CPD) activities. CPD can take many forms such as attending training 

courses and conferences, reading professional literature and journals, professional 

committee involvement, conducting research etc. During the re-accreditation process 

we check that you are maintaining a CPD record and that you are keeping to the 

ACC guidance by undertaking a minimum 20 hours CPD per year for Accredited 

Counsellors and Counselling  
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Practitioners (25 hours from 2015) and 25 hours CPD per year for Accredited 

Supervisors and Counsellor Managers (30 hours from 2015). 

Although the regular re-accreditation form asks you to provide a brief list of CPD 

activities carried out over the year in question, we would also like you to keep a more 

detailed record of your CPD activities in the form of a ‘CPD Cycle’. Forms are 

available for recording CPD in this way on the ACC website. A CPD Cycle provides 

brief details of your reason for selecting a particular CPD activity, what you have 

learned from taking part in the activity and how your learning has been applied to or 

influenced your practice. 

As part of the re-accreditation process, we will also require a signature from your 

Supervisor. It is helpful, therefore, to have discussed your CPD requirements and 

progress within supervision. Similarly, we require the signature of a Christian leader 

or other relevant person to confirm you are in active fellowship with other Christians. 

 

When will I get my form? 

Forms will be sent out either by email or post, approximately eight weeks prior to the 

expiry date of your accreditation certificate (usually in October for those certificates 

that expire on 31 December). 

 

How much does Re-accreditation cost?  

The current fees for reaccreditation can be found by following this link: Current Fees 

link 

Please note, if you are re-accrediting as an Accredited Supervisor or Counsellor 

Manager, you will not have to pay to re-accredit as a Counsellor as the fee for that 

has already been incorporated.  

ACC is also working towards combining the re-accreditation process with 

membership renewal. In the future you may be required to pay a single fee to include 

both the re-accreditation and membership renewal fees together. 

 

 

https://www.acc-uk.org/acc-membership/fees-table.html
https://www.acc-uk.org/acc-membership/fees-table.html
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What are ACC guidelines for Supervision of counsellors? 

A copy of the full ACC Supervision Policy is available here: Supervision Guidelines 

For Accredited Counsellors, ACC recommends a minimum of 1.5 hours supervision 

per month. However, it depends how many clients and how many counselling 

sessions you are carrying out each month. If you are seeing a large number of 

clients or having a large number of sessions, you should increase your supervision 

time accordingly. ACC will be reviewing its Supervision Guidelines in 2015. 

I was accredited in 2014 (for example). When will I need to start the re-

accreditation process? 

Those members accrediting in 2014 will need to start re-accrediting in October of the 

following year, i.e. October 2015, and to have submitted their forms for renewal prior 

to the expiry date of their accreditation certificate. 

ACC fees seem cheaper than other similar organisations. Why is this? 

ACC has the same rigour and high standards as other professional organisations, 

however we recognise that a high proportion of our membership who counsel 

choose not to be paid to do that. We want to help them as much as possible by 

keeping fees to a minimum. 

Will I still need to keep counselling logs? 

Yes. Good practice guidance requires you to keep ongoing and adequate records of 

your practice and supervision. ACC does not need to see these as part of the re-

accreditation process but you should still keep them for your own reference. All of 

our members should keep these as good practice. It is part of the ACC Framework 

for Ethics and Practice (section 3.2.6) that all members sign up to as a requirement 

of ACC membership. 

Will I need to submit another case study if I go up an accreditation level? 

Yes. You will need to fill in a new application form, show relevant paperwork, logs 

and training and submit a new case study from the last year of practice. The reason 

for having to submit a new case study is that when moving up an accreditation level 

we need to see evidence that you are now thinking and practicing at that level. 

 

https://www.acc-uk.org/public/docs/page-pdfs/SUPERVISION_GUIDELINES_Dec_2014.pdf
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I’ve let my ACC accreditation lapse, what can I do to re-accredit? 

If your accreditation expired less than 2 years ago, we can re-accredit this. Please let 

us know and we will send out the correct paperwork to enable you to do this. 

 

If you have a question about re-accreditation and have been unable to find an 

answer here, please contact Dawn Sherry at ACC Head Office (Email: dawn@acc-

uk.org; Tel. 0845 124 9569/70). 


