WORKSHOP

TOPIC: SHOWING GOD’S LOVE TO DIVORCING COUPLES

TRAINERS: Jane Oakes and Lynda Edwards
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Jane Oakes LLM

A family law solicitor, Jane has worked with separating and divorcing couples since the early 1970s and has witnessed the change in attitudes and approaches of clients and the law during this time. She now primarily practices Collaborative Law – a recent legal development of dispute resolution aimed at helping clients find binding legal solutions outside of the court arena.

Lynda Edwards NCFE Dip
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Lynda is an experienced family consultant and has worked in the counselling field for over six years and has particular expertise working with clients with severe mental health issues. This has enabled her over the past 3 years to work in collaborative practice alongside clients undergoing the mental strains of relationship breakdown and particularly help them to prepare for collaborative meetings

After many years in a legal partnership, Jane set up Collaborative Chambers a year ago with Lynda to offer separating couples the best support they could have during this difficult time. Besides legal advice and representation, clients are offered couple counselling services, support through family consultants during the negotiations for themselves and their children with financial services both personal and business advice. We aim to show God’s love to our clients and their families through the way they are supported and their work is conducted.

Jane Oakes, lawyer and Lynda Edwards, family consultant, have undertaken specialist training in Collaborative practice with the International Academy of Collaborative Professionals and as part of Collaborative Chambers in Cambridge work together to support clients who are going through relationship breakdowns.

Lawyers receive no training in supporting clients emotionally during relationship breakdown and require the specialist facilities of counsellors who are able to work with them to provide the essential support to clients and their families. This workshop will explain Collaborative Legal Practice which has been practised in the UK for the past 6 years and how experienced counsellors can fulfil this valuable role in the legal arena – a practical way of showing God’s love to parents and families when they may need it most.

Collaborative practice in an innovative way of working – using the clients’ “best” intentions and desires for the whole family – not just thinking of themselves, and helping them, with appropriate legal representation, emotional support and financial information to work with their previous partner and his collaborative team to find a tailor made confidential legally binding solution without stepping into a court room. 

As Christians we feel called to be a light in the darkness caused by the hurt of broken relations and delight in the love we can show working this way.

OVERVIEW

Overview on next page

Collaborative Practice 

Jane Oakes – family lawyer and Lynda Edwards - family consultant will explain and demonstrate collaborative practice skills in an interactive workshop designed to equip counsellors with knowledge of Collaborative Legal Practice for their clients who may be going through relationship breakdown.

We will show how fighting can be transformed into co-operation; through promotion of couple therapy, marriages can sometimes be saved; through providing a voice for the children, better relationships can be forged; through looking for the best for the other, the best can be achieved for all.

Collaborative practice is an amazing way of working. It is not suitable for all and we will demonstrate some screening techniques used.

We aim to work in a way that can be mirrored by the clients during a time that structure has fallen away. By showing God’s compassion to them, to enable them to show how they too can behave gracefully to others who may have caused them hurt, where appropriate receive forgiveness, and give them and their families hope for the future.

